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Debate Topic

Resolved: That the Japanese government should abolish all nuclear power plants

in Japan. HARBUM I, JRFHRERZ 2 THEIETXZTH L, oI,

Definitions

1. All nuclear power plants (NPPs) operating now (as of March 2024) should be shut down
by 2030.

2. NPPs that are currently idled, even those with permission to restart at this moment,
should not be reoperated. No new construction of NPPs should be granted.

3. The (so-called) nuclear fuel cycle policy involving the reprocessing and reuse of spent
nuclear fuel should be completely aborted.

4. Decommissioning of shutdown NPPs and relevant facilities should proceed according to
the current policy.

5. The disposal of high-level radioactive waste (nuclear waste) should proceed according to
the current policy (including the selection of a final disposal site).

6. Debaters cannot add or specify plans beyond the above points. Debaters should speculate
and argue the future prospects, based on evidence, referring to the current relevant
policies, etc. The following are specific examples that cannot be added nor specified as
plans:

a) Limiting or designating the scope of the abolition of NPPs.

b) Designation of power generation sources after the abolition of NPPs.

c) Promotion of natural renewable energy such as solar or wind.

d) How subsidies and related financial resources related to nuclear power should be
spent after the abolition.

e) Adding or changing the regulations on Japanese NPP constructors or related

businesses, concerning exports/commissions of NPPs or related business abroad.



7. The negative side will defend the current government policy (as of March 2024) on

nuclear power operation and management.

BACKGROUND OF THIS TOPIC

In 2023, a set of amendment bills dubbed the "Green-transformation (GX) Decarbonization
Electricity Act” which will enable nuclear power plants (NPPs) to operate for more than 60
years, has passed the Diet. The act will be enacted in 2025 and be the basis of the Japanese
government’s policy to use NPPs more. Apparently, the public opinion on NPPs is divided.
For many, the memory of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident in 2011 is still
vivid, and it can be argued that “Fukushima” is still an ongoing incident that has no end in
sight. This debate topic will focus on one of the most important future choices for the Japanese

society.

Revisions:
13 May ‘24: Added 6-e. Corrected some awkward English expressions (Thank you for your

suggestions).

NB: The topic wording and definitions may be changed later.

Any suggestions for the debate topic wording or definitions are welcome.

Additions or changes to the tentative definitions, if necessary, will be supplied afterwards. If
you have any opinion on how we should change the wording, limit or define the topic, please

send your opinions to the chief judge Yano (email: yano@tamacc.chuo-u.ac.jp).
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HOW THIS TOPIC WAS CHOSEN FmREiEE DiHg
The HEnDA committee selected 4 potential topic areas from over 20 suggestions in mid-February
and called for an opinion poll on whether to approve these topics in latter-February 2024. (Thank

you so much for your precious opinions and votes!) The result of the poll was:

Total 104 votes

PRIME MINISTER Resolved: That Japan should establish a

public election system of the Prime Minister. HAE L FA/ARE | 43 votes  (41%)

il ZBANTRETHD, DI

NUCLEAR POWER Resolved: That the Japanese government

should abolish all nuclear power plants in Japan. HABffIE, Ji | 56 votes  (54%)

FHRETZ B THEIETNETHD, NI,
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LAY JUDGE Resolved: That Japan should abolish the lay judge

("saiban-in") system. AAREIZEFIERELZFEIET & THD, |47 votes  (45%)
TFED,

BASIC INCOME Resolved: That the Japanese government should
adopt a social security system that provides a basic income to all
Japanese citizens. H AREJFIX, HADOTXTOHRIIN— v 47 votes  (45%)
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NONE OF THE ABOVE 1 vote (1%)

The committee decided on the “nuclear power plants” topic which had the highest approval

rating.
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