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The 6th High School English Debate Tournament
Make Friends Cup 2024 in Chuo University, Tama Campus
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15, 3RBELEFE  Wording and Definitions

1 March 2024 *Revised (slightly) 13 May 2024
HENnDA Chief Judge: Yoshiro Yano

Debate Topic

Resolved: That the Japanese government should abolish all nuclear power plants in Japan.
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Definitions

1. All nuclear power plants (NPPs) operating now (as of March 2024) should be shut down by 2030.
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2. NPPs that are currently idled, even those with permission to restart at this moment, should not be reoperated. No
new construction of NPPs should be granted.

3. The (so-called) nuclear fuel cycle policy involving the reprocessing and reuse of spent nuclear fuel should be
completely aborted.

4. Decommissioning of shutdown NPPs and relevant facilities should proceed according to the current policy.

5. The disposal of high-level radioactive waste (nuclear waste) should proceed according to the current policy
(including the selection of a final disposal site).

6. Debaters cannot add or specify plans beyond the above points. Debaters should speculate and argue the future
prospects, based on evidence, referring to the current relevant policies, etc. The following are specific examples
that cannot be added nor specified as plans:

1. Limiting or designating the scope of the abolition of NPPs.

2. Designation of power generation sources after the abolition of NPPs.

3. Promotion of natural renewable energy such as solar or wind.

4. How subsidies and related financial resources related to nuclear power should be spent after the
abolition.

5. Adding or changing the regulations on Japanese NPP constructors or related businesses, concerning
exports/commissions of NPPs or related business abroad.

7. The negative side will defend the current government policy (as of March 2024) on nuclear power operation and
management.

BACKGROUND OF THIS TOPIC

In 2023, a set of amendment bills dubbed the “Green-transformation (GX) Decarbonization Electricity Act” which will
enable nuclear power plants (NPPs) to operate for more than 60 years, has passed the Diet. The act will be enacted in
2025 and be the basis of the Japanese government’s policy to use NPPs more. Apparently, the public opinion on NPPs is
divided. For many, the memory of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident in 2011 is still vivid, and it can
be argued that “Fukushima” is still an ongoing incident that has no end in sight. This debate topic will focus on one of
the most important future choices for the Japanese society.

Revisions:

13 May ‘24: Added 6-e. Corrected some awkward English expressions (Thank you for your suggestions).
NB: The topic wording and definitions may be changed later.

Any suggestions for the debate topic wording or definitions are welcome..
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