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*Corrections to the tentative definitions (released Mar 1st) are shown in bold with an underline.

Debate Topic

Resolved: That the Japanese Government should ban children under 16 years
old from using social media.
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Definitions

1.

“Social media” should mean, in this debate, the platforms (websites, apps, etc.) which
allow users to share text messages, photos, videos, etc. with unspecified number of users
(e.g. Facebook, Instagram, LINE, Reddit, Snapchat, TikTok, X [former Twitter], etc.).
“Ban”, here, should mean that, the providers of the above-mentioned social media
platforms have an obligation to take reasonable steps to prevent children under 16 years
old from having accounts on their platforms.

Punishments/penalties: It should be assumed that the social media platforms that fail to
take the above steps will receive corrective sanctions, including suspension and fines of
up to 1 billion yen. Also, it should be assumed that children and parents will not be
punished.

“Children under 16 years old” should mean that the minimum age, legally, to have social
media accounts should be 16 years old.

Exemptions: The following should be excluded from the ban;

a) simple messaging platforms, which limit the interactions only among specified known
users (e.g. Messenger Kids, WhatsApp).

b) services exclusively used for health care and@ education with functions limited to

such purposes. (e.g. Google Classroom) *Modified (July 28)




c) video sharing platforms, which have parental control features and prohibit children
from having platform accounts and exchanging information. (e.g. YouTube for Kids).
d) online entertainment platforms (such as games, etc.), which have parental control
features and prohibit children from having platform accounts and exchanging information.
6. Debaters cannot add or specify plans beyond the above points. The following are specific
examples that cannot be added nor specified as plans (the list is not exclusive. Basically,
you cannot add any plans):
a) Changing, excluding or designating the target of the ban of social media.
b) Putting exceptions to the targeted “children”.
c) Adding punishments, penalties, etc.
d) Strengthening the requirements for parental control of internet apps.
7. The negative side will defend the current government policy (as of March 2025) on social

media usage (even though any policy change on this point should occur by December.)

Background of This Topic

In late 2024, Australia’s parliament passed the Online Safety Amendment (Social
Media Minimum Age) Bill. This law “establishes a minimum age for social media use and an
obligation on providers of an age-restricted social media platform to take reasonable steps to
prevent age-restricted users from having an account with the platform.”
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/R
esult?bld=r7284

Actually, at this moment, concrete details of this law have not been fully clarified,

but according to Wikipedia, “The Act is expected to take force in 2025. [--] Enforcement will
be through assessing fines social media companies up to AUD $50 million for failing to take
such steps, with no consequences for parents or children that violate the restrictions. There
are no parental consent exceptions to the ban. The ban is expected to apply to Facebook,
Instagram, Reddit, Snapchat, TikTok and X (formerly known as Twitter) while services used
for health care and education such as Messenger Kids, WhatsApp, YouTube, Kids Helpline
and Google Classroom are expected to be exempt.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Online_Safety_Amendment

The law is highly controversial. Thus, it surely will be a great platform for high school
debates!
The following The Guardian article gives a great summary of the controversy.

https://www.theguardian.com/media/2025/feb/22/social-media-bans-for-teens-australia-

has-passed-one-should-other-countries-follow-suit

The next LSE site provides some good information:

https://www.Ise.ac.uk/media-and-communications/research/research-projects/eu-kids-
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NB: The topic wording and definitions may be changed later.

Additions or changes to the wording/definitions, if necessary, will be supplied afterwards
(thru HEnDA HP and official LINE etc.). If you noticed some fairness, ambiguity issues
concerning the wording/definitions, please send your opinions to the chief judge Yano (email:

yano@tamacc.chuo-u.ac.jp).

HOW THIS TOPIC WAS CHOSEN FmREiEE D iHg
The HEnDA committee selected 4 potential topic areas from over 20 suggested topic ideas and
called for an opinion poll on whether to approve these topics in mid-February 2025. (Thank you

so much for your precious opinions and votes!) The result of the poll was:

Total 84 votes

EUTHANASIA  (Z%53F)

Resolved: That Japan should legalize voluntary active euthanasia.
AARIANOERIZ L BB LEIE L RET RETH D, &
DI

LAY JUDGE (#¥HI8)

Resolved: That Japan should abolish the lay judge ("saiban-in")

38 votes  (45%)

36 votes  (43%)
system.

AAREFEHBHEZFEILTNETH D, &0,
SOCIAL MEDIA (Y —3 % /L AT 4 7)

Resolved: That the Japanese Government should ban children

under 16 from 57 votes  (68%)

using social media.

AABFIL 16 UL T O ELR Y =2 v VAT 4 T 5FHAT 5
LT RETH D, BN,

UNICAMERALISM (&)

Resolved: That Japan should abolish the House of Councilors

20 votes  (24%)
("sangi-in").

HAREITZ 2 BT NETH D, NI,
NONE OF THE ABOVE 0 vote (0%)

The committee decided on the “SOCIAL MEDIA” topic which had the highest approval rating.
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Resolved: That the Japanese Government should ban children under 16 years
old from using social media.
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