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Debate Topic (Tentative)

Resolved: That the Japanese government should eliminate all tariffs on

imported rice.

HABUFIZEAK OB 2T & CTH 2, E2IED.

Definitions (Tentative)
1. “Eliminate all tariffs” shall be defined as reducing the tariff rate of imported rice to zero.
2. “Imported rice” shall encompass all varieties of rice. It should be assumed that rice
imports would be conducted by the private sector. It should be assumed that the
“minimum access rice” purchase by the Japanese government (approximately 770,000
tons annually, imported tariff-free) would be terminated.
Subsidies to farmers shall be maintained in accordance with the current laws.
Debaters cannot add or specify plans beyond the above points. The following are specific
examples that cannot be added nor specified as plans (the list is not exclusive. Basically,
you cannot add any plans):
a) Setting maximum import quotas to rice.
b) Introducing additional subsidies for domestic farmers.
c) Strengthening import requirements or inspection processes (for example, under the
guise of “safety” or “security”).
d) Introducing additional government purchase of domestic rice products.
5. The negative side will defend the current government policy (as of March 1%, 2026) on
rice tariffs, including the purchase of “minimum access rice” (even if any policy change
on these points should occur by December, negative side should defend the policy as of

March 1st.)

Background of This Topic

The Japanese government has substantially imposed high tariffs on rice. To meet
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World Trade Organization agreements, which promote free trade, the Japanese government
itself imports approximately 770,000 tons (in 2024) of rice with a zero-percent tariff as
"Minimum Access Rice" (Minimum Access Rice is basically not distributed in the market for
staple food use). For imported rice other than this Minimum Access Rice, a tariff of 341 yen
per kilogram is applied to WTO member countries.

From a long-term perspective, both rice demand and production in Japan have been
gradually decreasing. Also, the long-term decrease and aging of Japan’s agricultural working
population is under way.

It is the first time since 2013 that the rice tariff has been taken up as a HEnDA debate
topic; however, the background situation is considerably different between then and today,
and debates today should be significantly different.

Recently, the shortage of domestic rice distribution and the soaring prices of rice has
been a huge problem, referred often as the "Reiwa Rice Panic". This is a phenomenon that
became apparent in 2024 and continues to this day. Its causes are complex, and candidates
for the causes include poor rice harvests; the weak yen and inflation in general, and the
resulting rise in agricultural production costs such as fuel, fertilizer, and pesticides; an
increase in rice demand due to inbound tourism consumption; the speculative hoarding by
rice distributors; and the long-time inherent decrease in rice production. The government is
taking measures such as releasing stockpiled rice, but it has not reached a fundamental
solution. As a result, despite high tariff rates and the weak yen, private-sector imported rice
increased to 95 times the previous year's level in 2025.
https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXZQOUA295440Z20C26A1000000/

Compared to 13 years ago, the position of the Japanese economy in the world has

further declined, affecting its ability to purchase agricultural products. Furthermore, the
continuation of the weak yen trend means that imported goods from overseas effectively
increase in price; in that respect, there could be room for debate on whether eliminating rice
tariffs would increase imported rice significantly.

In addition, the international situation has become more unstable compared to 13
years ago, the continuation of the world free trade system may be in danger, and wars are also
frequently occurring. Weather abnormalities, considered to be resulting from climate change,
are also becoming apparent. As a result, "national food security" has come to be discussed
more often (Even a law named Act on Countermeasures for Difficult Food Supply Situations
was enacted in 2025, establishing a legal framework for government intervention in the event
of food shortages). While there is an argument that increasing the national food self-
sufficiency rate and maintaining or expanding domestic agricultural production is important,
there can also be an argument that diversification of trade is the key to food security.

As a general theory, lowering tariffs on agricultural products can be a blow to the
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https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXZQOUA295440Z20C26A1000000/

farmers who produce them domestically. This can also be argued as an important issue, as
some farmers will likely give up on rice cultivation. On the other hand, it may be argued that
this could drive structural reform of Japan’s low-productivity agriculture, leading to a more
resilient Japanese agricultural sector in the long term.

Rice production in Japan has mainly been cultivation in paddy fields. If domestic rice
farming is affected by the liberalization of rice trade, the decrease in paddy fields could cause
issues such as degraded scenery and flood control. However, recently, the impact on global
warming due to methane emissions from paddy fields have also been pointed out.
https://www.undp.org/ghana/news/strengthening-capacity-protect-environment

This topic will provide an important learning opportunity from both local and global
perspectives, ranging from the security of food, future of agriculture to international affairs

and climate change.

NB: The topic wording and definitions may be changed later.

Any suggestions for the debate topic wording or definitions are welcome.

Additions or changes to the tentative definitions, if necessary, will be supplied afterwards. If
you have any opinion on how we should change the wording, limit or define the topic, please

send your opinions to the chief judge Yano (email: yyano0010@g.chuo-u.ac.jp).

HOW THIS TOPIC WAS CHOSEN meE S iE D #EHE
HEnDA selected 4 potential topic areas from over 40 suggested topic ideas and called for an
opinion poll on whether to approve these topics in mid-February 2026. (Thank you so much for

your precious opinions and votes!) The result of the poll (96 votes) was:

Which of the suggested debate topics are appropriate for the 21st National tournament? Check all

of the topics that you think appropri... oL < AL\ & & X 33BE D H NONE OF THE ABOVEZ F T v &)
96 fFDEIZE

ANIMAL TESTING (E1#)3E5%)
Resolved: That the Japanese g...

EUTHANASIA (FEIZHIZ5T)
Resolved: That Japan should I...

PRIVATE LODGING (E:a)
Resolved: That the Japanese g...

RICE TARIFF (O >4Bd#t)
Resolved: That the Japanese g...

45 (46.9%)

44 (45.8%)

34 (35.4%)

55 (57.3%)

NONE OF THE ABOVE|—0 (0%)

0 20 40 60

Rice Tariff topic, which had the highest approval rating, was selected as this year’s topic.
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Resolved: That the Japanese government should eliminate all tariffs on

imported rice.
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